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Organizing a River or Lake Cleanup

Video Script Excerpt
FADE UP

1.  MONTAGE.

We build a montage of scenes depicting gorgeous rivers and lakes contrasted with scenes of major cleanup campaigns.  

BOB PIERPOINT V.O.

(Let montage establish for ten seconds or more, then bring in V.O.)

Across America, something good is happening.  Ordinary citizens, private industry and local governments are joining forces to bring troubled waters back to life.   
Organized cleanup and restoration campaigns are making our waterways cleaner and safer.  
And they're doing something else, too.  They're touching lives.  They're inspiring people, whole communities, to treat the environment with more respect on a daily basis. 

2.  BOB PIERPOINT ON CAMERA

Bob is standing beside a stream.  In the background it looks as if we could be in the middle of a National Park.

BOB PIERPOINT
You can become part of this exciting movement -- by organizing a cleanup on a waterway in your community.  Hi, I'm former CBS White House correspondent Bob Pierpoint.   
Over the next few minutes, we'll show you how to conduct a successful cleanup.  Sure it's hard work.  But with the right amount of planning, your cleanup can be rewarding, enriching, and believe it or not, a lot of fun.   

3.  RIVER FOOTAGE.

Footage showing a diversity of clean water in river systems across the country.

BOB PIERPOINT VOICE OVER (V.O)

First, some good news.  Many of our rivers and lakes are actually cleaner today than they were twenty years ago.   That's largely due to industry efforts and regulatory initiatives like the Clean Water Act.

4.  RIVER FOOTAGE SHOWING STREAMSIDE DEVELOPMENT.

We see a diversity of river footage showing cities and industries along rivers and lakes.  Ideally, we should also get stock footage of someone monitoring an industry or city outfall.

BOB PIERPOINT V.O.

Through regulation we've gotten a pretty good handle on so called "point sources" of pollution, pollution that can be traced directly to a pipe or other source.

5.  RIVER FOOTAGE SHOWING NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION.

We see a diversity of examples of non-point source pollution (parking lots, shopping carts, illegal dumps -- TV stations everywhere have done stories on urban runoff).  

BOB PIERPOINT V.O.

Now some bad news.  As much as 70 percent of pollution comes from sources that are not as easy to regulate.  Everything from urban runoff to just plain old trash and garbage eventually washes into the waterways in our communities.

6.  BOB PIERPOINT ON CAMERA.

Bob is still in the same location where we last saw

him.  As he walks, the camera follows to reveal a city in the background.

BOB PIERPOINT
That's where organized cleanups come in.  They bring people together to make waterways cleaner.  That brings us to an important point.  

7.  CLEANUP FOOTAGE.

We see cleanup footage showing a wide assortment of the types of volunteers that people have recruited.  

BOB PIERPOINT V.O.

The most successful cleanup campaigns are not about making a small stretch of river a little cleaner for just one day a year.  They're about changing attitudes about the environment every day of the year.  So if you involve only those people who already respect the environment, you're only doing half the job.  The people you need to reach are the ones who still think its okay to throw garbage anywhere they want.  
Get them out there hauling 

trash out of a river for a day and you'll change their behavior all year long.  After all, that's what a good cleanup is all about -- inspiring your entire community to treat the environment with more respect.

8.  BOB PIERPOINT ON CAM

Close up.

BOB PIERPOINT

Before we move on, let's talk a little bit about exactly what it is we want to clean up.  In all likelihood, your cleanup will take place along part of a waterway called a riparian zone.

9.  RIPARIAN ZONE GRAPHIC.

We see a clear, stylized graphic of a raparian zone, showing a fictional streambed with its banks.  In large clear letters we see the words "Riparian Zone" float through the frame.

BOB PIERPOINT V.O.

A riparian zone is made up of the actual streambed itself, along with the portion of its banks that become inundated with water for at least part of the year.  Together they form a delicate, interdependent ecosystem.  

